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     Perhaps you dropped by to say hello, or called and or 

texted. Maybe you visited for a while to keep us from being 

alone. You may have sent flowers or a card; or just remem-

bered us in prayer. Whatever extended kindness you shared, 

we want you to know how much we appreciate how you 

showed you cared. May God Bless you and keep you in his 

care! A special thanks to all my mom’s caregivers and aides, 

especially Ceaiara Little who came to get her ready for her 

journey; Vinnie Smith, who came to the house to assist and 

followed mom to Hospice; Tracey Norman who made sure 

mom always had clean clothes; Leslie Dean, Michele 

Clayton, Michelle, K.T. and Aaron Toney that would assist 

in emergency situations; Minister Gerald Bouldin for the  

prayers and hospital trips; and those who stepped in when I 

needed help. 

Pallbearers 

Ron Buchanan • Terrance Barker • Adrian Packer 

Arron Toney • Kenneth Toney • Reginald Hocker 

 

 

 

 

 

“Mommy” 

I know you were tired and had to go away, 

I kissed you on your cheek and nose to say, 

I love you and not to say good bye. 

God saw the road was getting rough 

and the hills were hard to climb, 

So, He whispered in your ear it was time. 

He prepared a special runway so you could be by his side. 

He gently closed your eyes and now you are resting in his care. 

I know the day will come when we are together again. 
 

With All My Heart, I Love You, Teddy Bear 
 

Receive your crown that you so deserve!   
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LIFE CELEBRATION FOR 

Ruth W. Johnson 
Sunrise: November 29, 1925 

Sunset: September 4, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, September 16, 2022 

Visitation – 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

Delta Sigma Theta Omega Omega Service – 11:00 a.m. 

Home Going Service – 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
630 Glenwood Avenue • Cincinnati, OH 45229 

 

Rev. Fred Roland, Officiating 

Dr. Kellie Hawkins-Hyde, Eulogist 

Celebration of Remembrance 
 

Processional. ………………………………… .Eric A. Oliver 

Minister of Music 
 

Parting View 

 

Prayer ……………………………………Pastor Judy Sharpe 

                                     

Scriptures: 

     Old Testament – Psalms 121:1-2, 7-8 . …………………… 

Rev. Cheryl Grant 

     New Testament – Matthew 25:34-36. …………………… 

Rev. Michael Stallworth 

 

Selection – “It’s Been An Up Hill Journey” ………………… 

Elder Gail Thomas 

 

Ministerial Remarks…………………… . (2 minutes, please) 

 

Moment of Reflection…………………………Read Silently 

 

Video Tribute…………………………… . J.C. Battle & Sons 

 

Selection – “It Is Well”…………………Mrs. Eugenia Ewing 

 

Family and Friends Remarks (2 minutes, please)…….…… . 

Terrance Barker   

Mrs. Delores Roland 

Ms. Lisa Piersawl Stephens 

Representing the Greenwell Family of Atlanta, GA 

                                                                    

Acknowledgements/Resolutions ……Ms. Millicient Mickle 

 

Selection – “This Old Building” …………………………… . 

Kim Walker & Visions Ministry 

 

Eulogy……………………………Dr. Kellie Hawkins-Hyde 

Cornerstone Christian Fellowship 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interment 

Walnut Hills Cemetery 

 

The Repast will be held after the Interment 

at North Condominium community room, 

5300 Hammond, Cincinnati, Ohio 45224. 



Life’s Reflection of 

 Ruth Williams Wallace Johnson 
 

     Ruth, Ruthie as she was affectionately called, was born in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, November 29, 1925, to the Reverend Dr. 

Charles H. Williams and Delilah Carter Williams. She was 

preceded in death by her parents, her brother, Charles H. 

Williams, Jr. and a half sister, Mary McGhee. 
 

     Ruth confessed her faith at an early age and grew up in 

Bethel Baptist Church. Later she moved her membership to 

Zion Baptist Church where she and her daughter both 

joined together in April of 1967, under the pastorate of Rev. 

Dr. L. Venchael Booth. While at Zion, Ruth was active in 

Sunday School, utilized her teaching experience as a Sunday 

School teacher, taught Vacation Bible School, as well as the 

Summer Enrichment Programs. She served as Co-chairs for 

Women’s Day and Family & Friends Day Programs. She 

was a member of ‘Deborah and Barak’ Missionary Society. 

She found great pleasure in the lessons and the fellowship. 

She sang in the Choral Ensemble and was a member of the 

Senior Usher Board. Ruth was a faithful and dedicated 

member of Zion Baptist Church until her health wouldn’t 

allow. 
 

     She grew up in the West End of Cincinnati until her 

family moved to Walnut Hills. She was a product of 

Cincinnati Public Schools. She attended Stowe, Douglas 

and Withrow High School until her senior year when her 

parents moved to Kentucky. After graduating from Wm. L. 

Grant High School in Kentucky, her family moved to 

California. She attended the University of California, 

Berkley. She worked as a dry-cleaning presser to put herself 

through college. 
 

     While in California, she met and married Varence S. 

Wallace. From their union, they had one daughter, Terryl L. 

Wallace. They returned to Cincinnati because Ruth wanted 

to be close to her mother for the birth of her daughter. 
 

     Ruth was always a hard worker. She worked for the 

Cincinnati Health Department. While there, she decided to 

complete her degree and entered night school at Xavier 

University and obtained a Master’s in Education. Ruth 

began her teaching career at Sawyer Junior High School. 

There, she established long time relationships and lifelong 

friendships. In addition to teaching at Sawyer Junior High, 

she taught machine shorthand at Courter Technical High 

School, as well as becoming a professor of Black History at 

the University of Cincinnati. Teaching was her calling, but 

counseling was her passion. She received an additional 

Master’s degree from Xavier along with Counseling and 

Administration Certification and a State Licensed Certified 

Counselor. She became a Guidance Counselor at Porter and 

Roberts Junior High Schools. After retiring the first time, 

Ruth returned to counsel children in abusive and drug 

related backgrounds at South Avondale, Burton and Bond 

Hill Schools. 
 

     Ruth was going to give you advice, wanted or not! She 

was available to give encouragement to those in need of a 

comforting word. She had a wealth of wisdom and knowl-

edge and would share it to all she knew and loved. Ruth was 

a willing worker and did not mind helping others when and 

however she could. She was good at locating homes, paying 

rent and feeding students or others in need. She assisted 

with providing for those that needed tuition to continue 

their education and or starting a business. She was truly a 

giver from the heart.   
 

     While teaching at Sawyer Junior High, Ruth met and 

married Anthony Johnson, an Industrial Arts teacher there. 

They wed on April 14, 1973. She became a member of the 

Bouldin family and was very family-oriented enjoying 

gatherings playing cards, traveling to out of town family 

reunions and social engagements. Anthony and Ruth were 

married for 31 years before Anthony’s passing. 
 

     Ruth loved to travel! She visited 13 foreign countries 

abroad, along with numerous states in the US and cruises. 

When summertime came, you could be sure that Ruth was 

hitting the road to somewhere. She loved spending time in 

New York visiting her Uncle Bill and Aunt Cora Jones, as 

well as a good friend, Dottie Evans (all deceased) and seeing 

Broadway plays with Deloris Simmons. 
 

     She enjoyed talking (except telling her age that not even 

the Bureau of Motor Vehicle knew for sure), cracking and 

telling jokes, dancing, being around people and having a 

good time! Tony and she were members of ‘The Couple 

Club’. They would meet monthly exploring new adventures, 

dinners and super bowl parties. Ruth was passionate about 

entertaining, hosting parties and social events. She 

delighted in every minute of it. One never knew who they 

would meet at her parties. She was an astute dresser and very 

particular about what she wore. She was determined that 

life would not pass her by and lived her life to the fullest! 
 

     Ruth was a faithful financial member of Delta Sigma 

Theta Incorporated for 34 years. She pledged Cincinnati 

Alumnae Chapter in the spring of 1988. She was number 8 

on the line of the 3 Cubed MIA. Ruth served as the chair of 

the Ways and Means Committee for over 10 years. She was 

best known for the glamorous Delta Gala’s she chaired. She 

helped the organization to give thousands of dollars in 

scholarships and her dedication to the scholarship, housing 

and sisterhood committees are longstanding. The Omega, 

Omega Chapter has gained another Delta angel. 
 

     Ruth was also a member of Top Ladies of Distinction 

(TLOD) Area V and Council of Negro Women. She was a 

dedicated member and encouraged young adults to parti-

cipate in Top Teens of America Program, which were to 

help prepare teens for the future. 
\ 

     Ruth transitioned this life to a better life on September 

4, 2022 after a five (5) minute check in at Drake Hospital 

Vitas Care. She has a VIP ticket on the Concorde which 

was waiting to take her to her heavenly destination. She 

served her time on earth full of love, grace and style with 

the Lord ordering her steps. 
 

     She leaves to cherish and continue celebrating her life: 

her one and only loving devoted daughter, Terryl L. Wallace; 

loving cousins, LaVerne Carter, Adrian Barker, Attorney 

Terrance Barker, Theresa Barnes, Bobbie Jean Tyler of 

Chattanooga, TN and Delores Roland (Fred); nieces, Linda 

Marks, Marie Gibson of Connecticut, MA and Lisa 

Greenwell of Atlanta, GA; nephew, Robert Hardin of 

Missouri; The Bouldin Family; sister-friend, Mrs. Billie 

Greenwell of Atlanta, GA; cherished friends, Deloris 

Simmons of New York, NY, Kenneth and Michelle Toney of 

Cincinnati, OH, Harriett and Edward Richard of Atlanta, 

GA; son-friend, Earl Edwards of Atlanta, GA; cherished 

grandchildren, Quinn, Aaron and Mikenna Toney, Malik 

Johnson, Laquan Whatley and Kaneisha Whatley of 

Nashville, TN; along with other family and friends. 


